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PRESS RELEASE

Local global, Big Art Project’s Cardigan website goes live

A new website dedicated to all things Big Art in Cardigan is now live. The interactive bilingual site www.cardiganbigart.com / www.celfyddydaberteifi.com , designed locally by Creative Mwldan, will provide up-to-date information on developments regarding Turbulence, the ambitious public art project proposed for the town.

Rafael Lozano-Hemmer’s proposal is for an installation consisting of a cluster of 127 floating buoys. Containing speakers, an LED light source and sensors that detect movement in the water, the buoys will be activated by turbulence in the river Teifi, releasing pre-recorded sounds (on shore and via the web) which can be heard from the shore. Rafael has suggested the piece is intended as a reflection on Welsh oral traditions, poetry and song, creating a playful participative platform that is activated by the natural cycles of the tide.
Wiard Sterk, on behalf of the Big Art Project, said, “There is a lot still to be done before the artwork comes to fruition in Cardigan. However, this new website offers a great means of instant communication. We want everybody to know what is happening, and when. In turn, we want to invite people to engage with the Big Art Project anytime of the day and from anywhere in the world, whether it is Rafael blogging back home in Canada or a Cardigan resident keen to pose a question. 
“This website will hopefully become a forum for a number of different dialogues and an important means by which people can engage with this unique process of commissioning public art. Rafael is a great believer in the power of the Internet. He has used it widely in previous works and indeed it is likely to form a major part of the long-term proposal for his Turbulence project. It is only fitting therefore that the Internet should also be used to inform as many people as possible about the Cardigan project.” 
Sam Vicary, Project Manager, on behalf of Creative Mwldan added, “This public art project is a first for Cardigan and we are very proud as a local creative team to have been asked to work on this website’s development. We designed the site to be as interactive and as user friendly as possible and hope it will encourage greater engagement not only amongst those already involved with the Big Art Project but in engaging new audiences at home and abroad with what is taking place in Cardigan.”
The Big Art Project is an ambitious public art initiative from Channel 4, supported by Arts Council England, the national development agency for the arts, and The Art Fund, the UK’s leading independent art charity.  Cardigan was nominated by members of the public as one of the seven sites to take part, alongside local communities in Beckton, North Belfast, Burnley, The Isle of Mull, Sheffield and St Helens. Filming began in 2005 and this major television series will be broadcast on Channel 4 in November, 2008. 
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